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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 July 2008 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/29/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claiml , 4-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim1,4-8,10,12,14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsumoto et al (Patent No US 5,796,428) further in view of Sasaki et al (Patent 
No US 6,081,251). 
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Regarding claiml , 4 and 5, Matsumoto et al (hereinafter Matsumoto) teaches a 
method for playing back a storage medium storing still picture data of N still pictures 
stored in separate N files, respectively, and still picture group management information 
for managing still picture data and N still picture data of said N still picture as a still 
picture group, where N is an integer number equal to or larger than one, wherein said 
still picture group management information is provided separately from any still picture 
management information containing management information for each still picture, and 
said still picture group management information includes a first recording time at which 
the still picture data of an earliest-photographed still picture in said still picture group 
was recorded first by a picture-taking device ,and a last recording time at which the still 
picture data of a latest-photographed still picture in said still picture group was recorded 
last by the picture-taking device (see figure 10-12, pictures with same year, month and 
day arranged based on time; column3 line28-36; columnIO line 39-50 ) but does not 
teach receiving an entry of a predetermined time of interest regarding still pictures 
recorded by the picture-taking device; comparing said predetermined times stored in 
said still picture group management information; and selectively playing back the still 
picture data belonging to said still picture group satisfying a condition in which said 
predetermined time is equal to or later than said first recording time and equal to or 
earlier than said last recording time. However Sasaki et al (hereinafter Sasaki) teach 
receiving an entry of a predetermined time of interest regarding still pictures recorded 
by the picture-taking device (see figure6); comparing said predetermined times stored in 
said still picture group management information (see column9 Iine7-17, line62-67); and 
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selectively playing back the still picture data belonging to said still picture group 
satisfying a condition in which said predetermined time is equal to or later than said first 
recording time and equal to or earlier than said last recording time (see column9 Iine7- 
17, line62-67). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to search still picture as in Sasaki in Matsumoto because it would make 
retrieving and managing still picture much effective. 

Regarding claim6, 7, and 8, Matsumoto teaches the method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein said still picture data is non-movie still picture data, and wherein said still 
picture group management information is non-movie still picture group management 
information (see column4 line45-46). 

Regarding claim10,12,14 Matsumoto teaches the method as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said storage medium is an optical disk, and wherein any playing back of said 
still picture group management information and said still picture data from the optical 
disk is effected using an optical reading device (see column7 Nne67-column8 Iine4). 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim9, 1 1 , 13 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GIRUMSEW WENDMAGEGN whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-1 1 18. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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